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PRESENT ACADEMIC RANK:  Nebraska Wheat Growers Presidential Chair and Professor 
 
Education  
 B.A.   magna cum laude, 1972, Harvard University (Biochemical Sciences) 
 M.S.   1975, Purdue University (Plant Breeding and Genetics) 
 Ph.D.  1975, Purdue University (Plant Breeding and Genetics) 
 
Employment 
 Interim Associate Dean for Graduate Education, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources,  
  2017-2019 
 Interim-Head, Department of Agronomy, University of Nebraska, 1993-1996 
 Nebraska Wheat Growers Presidential Chair and Professor, 2011-Present 
 Eugene W. Price Professor, University of Nebraska, 1993-2011 
 Professor, University of Nebraska, 1991-1993. 
 Associate Professor, University of Nebraska, 1986-1991. 
 Research Manager, Monsanto Agricultural Products Company, St. Louis, 
  Missouri, 1983-1986. 
 Research Geneticist, United States Department of Agriculture, Beltsville,  
  Maryland, 1976-1983. 
 
Teaching Interests 
Is the primary instructor for Agronomy 815A, and B, two of three modules that comprise Introduction 
to Plant Breeding.  These modules are the first graduate level courses that many plant breeding students 
will take and may be the only course that students in collateral fields will take. The instructor is keenly 
interested in using web based technology to teach his course in traditional and nontraditional ways.  
 
Research Interests 
Is the primary small grains breeder for Nebraska.  Cultivar and germplasm development are the main 
goals of the program.  Developing improved breeding methodology, emphasizing on biotic and abiotic 
stress tolerance, and the use of biotechnology are two of his basic research goals.   
 
Honors and Awards 
Presidential Award of Excellence, Nebraska Crop Improvement Association, 2021 
Outstanding Achievement Award, Nebraska Wheat Growers Association, 2020 
Prem Paul Innovator of the Year, 2017 
Lifetime Achievement Award, National Association of Plant Breeders, 2015 
Fellow, Daugherty Water for Food Institute, 2014 
Genetics and Plant Breeding Award, National Council of Commercial Plant Breeders, 2013 
Fellow, Great Plains Center, University of Nebraska, 2013 
Wheat Quality Council “Best of Show” (awarded for the highest quality winter wheat entered into 
the 2013 Wheat Quality Council trials, Kansas City, Missouri) - 2013 
2011 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary’s Honor Award for Excellence 
2011 Person of the Year Award, Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 



Outstanding Research and Creativity Award, University of Nebraska, 2011 
Innovator of the Year, University of Nebraska, 2011 
Nebraska Agri-business Club, Public Service Award, 2010 
Darrell W. Nelson Excellence in Graduate Student Advising Award, 2010 
Omtvedt Innovation Award, 2009 
Honoree, Nebraska Hall of Agricultural Achievement, 2009 
Distinguished Alumnus Award, Maine West High School, 2007 
Distinguished Agriculture Alumnus Award, Purdue University, 2002, 
Crop Science Research Award, Crop Science Society of America, 2000 
Distinguished Service Award, Nebraska Crop Improvement Association, 2000 
Agronomic Achievement Award-Crops, American Society of Agronomy, 1997 
Elected Member, Nebraska Hall of Agricultural Achievement, 1997 
Outstanding Scientist, Sigma Xi, Nebraska Chapter, 1997 
Research Award of Merit, Gamma Sigma Delta, 1994  
Achievement Award, Nebraska Wheat Growers Association, 1993 
Eugene W. Price Distinguished Professor in Biotechnology, 1993 
Honorary Professor, Ningxia Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences, 1992 
Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science, 1991 
Fellow, American Society of Agronomy, 1990 
Fellow, Crop Science Society of America, 1990 
Member, IANR Interdisciplinary Team Research Award, 1989 
Crop Science Society of America Young Crop Scientist Award, 1987   
Monsanto Management Incentive Awards in 1985 and 1986  
 
Elective Offices 
Chair, Hard Winter Wheat Improvement Committee and member of National Wheat Improvement 

Committee, 2015-2017 
Elected member, Agriculture Builders of Nebraska, Inc. 2009- present 
Chair, Wheat Genomics Subcommittee, National Wheat Improvement Committee, 2007-2012. 
Chair, Past Chair, Plant Breeding Coordinating Committee, 2007 - 2010 
Sigma Xi Chapter Secretary, (2004-2006) 
President-elect, President, and Past-President of Crop Science Society of America, 2001-2004. 
Chair-elect, Chair, and Past Chair, Section O (Agriculture, Food, and Renewable Resources),  
 American Association for the Advancement of Science, 2001-2003 
Sigma Xi Chapter President, (1999-2000) 
Member, National Wheat Improvement Committee (1995-2001, 2015-2017) 
Member-at-Large, Section O, American Association for the Advancement of  
 Science, 1995-1999. 
Councilmember-at-Large, American Institute of Biological Sciences (1993-1996) 
Secretary-Treasurer, North Central Branch American Society of Agronomy (1989-1992) 
Chair-elect and Chair, Division C-7 (biotechnology) of the Crop Society of  
 America (1987-88) 
 
Committee or Other Special Assignments 
 National Barley Improvement Committee (2020-2021) 
 Co-Chair, Committee on “The Need for Agricultural Innovation to Sustainably Feed the  
 World by 2050: Plant Breeding and Genetics.” Council of Agricultural Science and  
 Technology 

Member and Vice Chair, Board of Trustees, International Rice Research Institute, (2010- 



 2015) 
 Member, Scientific Advisory Board, CIMMYT Wheat Yield Imitative, 2011-2014 
 Member, Scientific Advisory Board, BREADWHEAT, 2011-2014,  
 Member of Board, Plain Grains Initiative, 2008-2021 
 Scientific Advisory Board, Crop Adaptation Genomics, Saskatoon, Canada (2006-2011) 
 External Program and Management Review, ICARDA  (2006) 

Chair, Host Genetic Resource Group, US Wheat and Barley Scab Initiative (2005-2007) 
Member, NSF Genome Grant Review Panel (2005) 

 Scientific Advisory Board, Grain Biotech Australia, Pty., Ltd. (2000-2004 ) 
 Scientific Advisory Board, 7th & 8th International Wheat Conference (2000-2010)  

Member, Committee on Genetically Modified Crops Containing Pesticide Genes,  
National Research Council (1999)  

 Member, National Wheat Improvement Committee and Chair, Great Plains 
 Region (1998-2001) 

 CROPS99 Symposium Co-Chair (1997), Coalition for Research on Plant Systems 
 University of Nebraska Speakers Bureau (1996-1997) 
 Co-editor (1993) "Intellectual Property Rights:  Protection of Plant Materials" 
 Editor-in-Chief (1992-1997), Crop Science Society of America 
 Editor (1990-1991), Crop Science 
 Associate Editor (1987-1989), Crop Science 
 Reviewing Editor (1994-2001, 2006-present), Cereal Research Communications.  
 Reviewing Editor (1991-1995), In vitro cellular and developmental biology-plants   
 Member, National Barley Improvement and Crop Advisory Committees (1982-1983,  
  1987-1990) 
 Member, Review Committee for USAID/USDA/CSRS Special Constraints Research  
  Grants Program (1985-89). 
 Panelist, USDA/CSRS Competitive Grants Program for Genetics and Molecular  
  Biology (1988-90) 
 
Consultant: Monsanto, Eli Lily, Agripro Biosciences Inc., International Atomic Energy Agency/Food 
and Agriculture Organization (Peru, Ecuador, Morocco, Ethiopia). Grain Biotech Australia. 
  
University:  
Vice President and Harlan Vice Chancellor Search Committee, (2009-2010) 
Task Force on International Initiatives, University of Nebraska (2005) 
Research Council, University of Nebraska (2003-2005, Chair, 2005) 
Blue Sky Committee, University of Nebraska (2002-2003 ) 
Life Science Task Force (2000) 
President’s Task Force for Program Evaluation and Prioritization (2000) 
Future Nebraska Taskforce, University of Nebraska (1998- 2000) 
Team leader. NN-21 for Food Systems in 2020 (1999) 
Steering Committee:  Plant Science Initiative (1998-2000) 
Advisory Board:  Biotechnology Center(1998-2000)   
Member:  Wheat Satellite Conference (1999) 
Chancellor Search Committee (1995) 
 
Publications:  Total 287 refereed articles, 32 proceedings and symposia, 16 book chapters, and one book 
edited. Available at http://agronomy.unl.edu/Baenziger/Baenziger-March2017-PUBREPT.pdf 
Cultivars Released or Co-Released: Wheat: 42, Barley: 6, triticale: 13. 
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Refereed Journal Articles: 
1. Baenziger, P. S. and D. V. Glover. 1977. Protein body size and distribution and protein matrix 

morphology in various endosperm mutants of Zea mays L.  Crop Sci.  17:415-21.  
 
2. Hockett, E. A., P. S. Baenziger, and G. L. Steffens. 1978.  A proposal for increased research 

on chemical induction of fertility in genetic male sterile barley.  Euphytica 27:109-111. 
 
3. Baenziger, P. S. and D. V. Glover.  1979. Dry matter accumulation in maize hybrids near 
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4. Johnson, J. W., P. S. Baenziger, W. T. Yamazaki, and R. T. Smith.  1979. Effects of powdery 

mildew on yield and quality of isogenic lines of Chancellor wheat.  Crop Sci.  19:349-352.   
 
5. Baenziger, P. S., R. A. Kilpatrick, and J. G. Moseman. 1979. Reduced root and shoot growth 

caused by Erysiphe graminis tritici in related wheats grown in nutrient solution culture.  
Canadian J. of Bot. 57:1345-1348.  
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21. Lazar, M. D., G. W. Schaeffer, and P. S. Baenziger.  1984.  Combining abilities and 
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26. Lazar, M. D., G. W. Schaeffer, and P. S. Baenziger.  1985.  The physical environment in 

relation to high frequency callus and plantlet development in anther cultures of wheat 
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